GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
The King appeared to be well content with his son's statement.
He took him in his arms and gave him his blessing. The Infante
Dom Henrique was then eighteen years of age.
The attack was elaborately planned. Under cover of a semi-
State visit to the widowed Queen of Sicily (a proposal was put
forward that she might entertain marriage to one of Dom Joao's
sons), Portuguese agents were enabled to discover information
concerning the strength and disposition of Moorish forces at Ceuta,
and by an arrangement secretly arrived at with the Duke of Holland,
Dom Joao let it be known that he was preparing for war against
the Dutch. At home the dockyards were victualled and trees were
felled to bring the Portuguese naval forces up to fifteen galleys
and fifteen flatboats. Ships were also freighted abroad, while
750 lances and men-at-arms were recruited in England by per-
mission of Henry V. Portugal was ransacked for silver and copper ;
other supplies were obtained in foreign capitals and the work of
coining money began " and continued actively day and night".
A census of men of military age was taken and Dom Henrique
and Dom Pedro were entrusted with the task of raising and
equipping armies in the north and the south and of assembling
them on fleets at Oporto and Lisbon. The King himself took charge
of all military preparations, relinquishing judicial and financial
administration of Portugal to the Infante Dom Duarte. The last
obstacles were removed when the Queen, a woman of great
authority, and the Holy Constable, Nun' Alvares, then living in
semi-retirement in the monastery of Carmel in Lisbon as Brother
Nuno de Santa Maria, approved the plan. " My opinion," said
the Holy Constable, " is that this plan was not conceived by you,
nor by any other person of this world ; but that it was revealed
by God . . . "6 (The other member of the great triumvirate of
Aljubarotta, Dom Joao das Regras, had died in 1407.)
Although young and inexperienced, the Infantes Pedro and
Henrique acted with the wit and wisdom of seasoned captains
and their enthusiasm was infectious. " Nothing checked them,
not even the pest which broke out in divers parts of the realm.
Men were busied not only with the things needful for the fleet,
the army and war, but also with those which might contribute to
the splendour of such an enterprise. Dom Henrique did not forget
to have magnificent liveries made for all his captains; and lords in
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